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DETAILED ACTION 

(1) 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 1-13, non-elected without traverse in the paper filed November 6, 2003, have 
been cancelled. 

(2) 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 14-43 have been found to be allowable over the prior art of record. 

(3) 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Methods for the patterning of substrates through the use of a patterned electrometric membrane 
formed by casting on a pattern-imparting master substrate, such as taught by Ostuni et al., 1 are 
known in the art. Ostuni et al for example discloses a process comprising the steps of: Applying 
a coating of membrane materials over a selected portion of a patterned substrate; curing the 
membrane; removing the membrane from the substrate; applying the membrane to a target 
surface; and employing the membrane to apply a pattern to surface. Ostuni et al. further disclose 
that handling of the membrane may be eased applying a thicker layer elastomeric material to the 
of the cured elastomeric membrane to form a reinforcement layer. Although U.S. Patent No. 
4,802,945 to Opina, also drawn to methods for the use of patterned thin films in the patterning of 
a target substrate, disclose that it is known to utilize a reinforcing perimeter frame adhesively 
bonded to the patterned thin film to ease handling during use, none of the prior art of record 
specifically teach or suggest the method set forth in applicant claims 14, 16, 18 and 22 wherein 
the support frame is applied to the membrane while in an uncured state followed by curing of the 



1 Ostuni et al., "Patterning Mammalian Cells Using Elastomeric Membranes", Langmuir, June 21, 2000. 
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membrane to attach the support frame thereto. Furthermore, it would not have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to utilize the support member of Opina in 
the method of Ostuni et al. given the fact that Ostuni et al. contemplate membrane reinforcement 
through the application of an extra layer of elastomer about the perimeter of the already cured 
membrane. The prior art of record is silent, as per applicant claim 39, wherein after moving the 
support member and the membrane to a second location, i.e., the target substrate, the support 
member is detached from the membrane. Finally, the prior art is silent as to the method set forth 
in applicant claim 42 wherein after attaching the support member to the membrane and moving 
the support member and the membrane to a second location, additional elastomeric material is 
applied to the top surface of the membrane. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

(4) 

Response to Amendments and Arguments 

The amendments and arguments filed May 26, 2004 are acknowledged. In response to the 
amendments to applicant claims 16, 18, 39 and 42, to incorporate in independent form the 
subject matter previously indicated as allowable; the amendment of applicant claim 22; and the 
arguments set forth on pages 9, 10, 13 and 14, claims 14-43 have been passed to issue as set forth 
and explained in sections (2) and (3), above. 

(5) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerry A Lorengo whose telephone number is (571) 272-1233. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached on (571) 272-1187. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



